Welcome to
St. Peter’s Pikeland
United Church of Christ
1193 Clover Mill Road
Chester Springs, Pennsylvania 19425
610.933.6419

Candlelight Service
of Lessons and
Carols

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2013
9:00 p.m.
During the service, the people will make the responses
in the bold print.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
"I Wonder as I Wander"
"Slumber, Beloved, in Blissful Sleep"
J.S. Bach
"Sussex Carol"
Milford
"Mary, Did You Know?"
Lowry/Green
Pam Taylor, Jan Mest, Jeannie Bowman
PRELUDE

"O Come, All Ye Faithful"

Callahan
St. Peter's Bell Choir

WELCOME
INTROIT

"Once in Royal David's City"

CALL TO WORSHIP
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to God, all the earth.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
This light shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
and Prince of Peace.
For unto us a child is born, whose peace is everlasting.
CAROL

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
All who are able may stand for the carol

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Please be seated.
FIRST LESSON
The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior

Isaiah 9:2b, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. For a
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal
of the Lord of hosts will do this.

SENIOR CHOIR

"The Little Road to Bethlehem"

SECOND LESSON
The peace of Christ foretold

Head

Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.
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CAROL (seated) “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all gracious King”
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,
When with the evercircling years comes round the age of gold,
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.
THIRD LESSON
The birth of Jesus foretold

Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you. But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
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BELL CHOIR

"What Child Is This?"

FOURTH LESSON
The birth of Jesus

Thompson
Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
CAROL (seated)

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the Everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth!
FIFTH LESSON
The shepherds and the angels

Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid;
for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
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child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace, goodwill among people!” When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.
SENIOR CHOIR

"Still, Still, Still"

SIXTH LESSON
The visit of the Wise Men

Luboff
Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written
by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
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house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.
CAROL (seated) “The First Nowell the Angels Did Say”
The first Nowell the angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
In fields as they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!
They looked up and saw a star,
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!
And by the light of that same star,
Three Wise Men came from a country afar,
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

OFFERTORY INVITATION
Offerings not directed to the church or to any other mission
will be received for Bethany Children’s Home.

OFFERTORY

"O Holy Night"
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION (seated; in unison)
God of heaven and earth, we dedicate our offering to your
church and the work of your church. We pray that it will
always be a source of hope and peace and joy and love.
Through the miracle of the Christ child’s birth, help us to
bring the light of your Good News to all people. Amen.
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
Those seated nearest to the aisles will receive the candlelight
from the ushers. Tip your unlighted candle to receive the light
from your neighbor. Please do not tip lighted candles.
CAROL
“Silent Night”
When all candles are lighted, we will sing the carol,
accompanied by Geoff Osborne on guitar.
Standing
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child,
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Please remain standing for the benediction and closing hymn
BENEDICTION
May the Spirit of Christmas be yours, to rejoice in and to
share, calling us together in a spirit of peace and goodwill.
Amen.
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CAROL

“Joy to the World”
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
Rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

DISMISSAL
Pastor: The service is ended. Go in peace.
ALL: Merry Christmas!
POSTLUDE

"Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”

THANK YOU TO OUR MUSICIANS:
 Thank you to our organist & music director, Kat Bowman
 Thank you to our Senior Choir
 Thank you to the St. Peter’s Bell Choir
 Thank you to Geoff Osborne
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Merry Christmas
from St. Peter’s
Pikeland UCC
It is our sincere hope that you enjoy this Christmas week with your
loved ones and families. Whether you travel or stay close to home,
we wish you warmth and safety within the love of God, given to us
through the birth of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Church Staff
Rev. Doug Hanson, Pastor
Kat Bowman, Music Director and Organist
Annamae Moore, Pastoral Care Coordinator
Jill Cook, Church Secretary
Deborah Wetty, Nursery Attendant
Debbie Wolk, Bookkeeper
Fred Neiman, Cemetery Manager
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www.StPetersPikeland.org
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